IMPORTANT CIVIL WAR LEADERS AND BATTLES STUDY GUIDE

ROLES OF CIVIL WAR LEADERS:
· ABRAHAM LINCOLN

--President of the US

--opposed the spread of slavery

--issued the Emancipation Proclamation (All slaves would be free in the USA)
--determined to preserve the Union—by force if necessary

--believed the US was one nation, not a collection of independent states

--wrote the Gettysburg Address that said the Civil War was to preserve a government “of the people, by the people, and for the people.”

· JEFFERSON DAVIS

--President of the Confederate States of America

· ULYSSES S. GRANT

--General of the Union army that defeated Lee (at Appomatox, VA)

· ROBERT E. LEE

--Leader of the Army of Northern Virginia (Confederate)

--Offered command of the Union forces at the beginning of the war but chose not to fight against Virginia (his home state that had seceded)

--Opposed secession but did not believe that the Union should be held together by force

--Urged Southerners to accept defeat at end of the war and reunite as Americans when some wanted to fight on 

· THOMAS “STONEWALL” JACKSON

--Skilled Confederate General from VA, defeated the Union at the Battle of Bull Run. 

· FREDERICK DOUGLASS, SOJOURNER TRUTH, AND HARRIET TUBMAN 
--Former slaves who escaped to the North and became an abolitionist

MAJOR BATTLES & EVENTS OF THE CIVIL WAR:

· Before the Civil War began, John Brown attacks a US Army post in Harper’s Ferry, VA in an attempt to 
free slaves. He failed and was hung as a traitor. Many abolitionists thought he was a hero. 
· The firing on Fort Sumter, SC began the war.

· The first Battle of Manassas (Bull Run), VA was the first major battle.

· Battle of Antietam- Union were surprised, defeated, and driven back home, but Lee’s army was weakened. 

· The signing of the Emancipation Proclamation made “freeing the slaves” the new focus of the war.  Many freed slaves joined the Union army.

· The Battle of Vicksburg, MS led by Gen. Grant, divided the South—The North controlled the Mississippi River.

· The Battle of Gettysburg was the turning point of the war—the North repelled Lee’s invasion. This was a turning point because the Confederacy would fight the remainder of the war defensively. Bloodiest one day battle of the entire war. 
· Sherman took Atlanta in the Battle of Atlanta to stop the Confederacy’s supplies. 

· Sherman continued on his “March to the Sea” burning farms and destroying anything that would be of use to the Confederacy. This was called Total War. 

· Lee’s surrender to Grant at the Appomattox Court House (VA) in 1865 ended the war.

