REASONS FOR THE CIVIL WAR AND STATES INVOLVED

STUDY GUIDE

THE CIVIL WAR 1861-1865

Cultural, economic, and constitutional differences between North and South eventually resulted in the Civil War.

ISSUES THAT DIVIDED THE NATION:

· SLAVERY---issues related to slavery increasingly divided the nation and led to the Civil War.

           --Southerners believed that the abolition of slavery would destroy their region’s economy.

           --Northerners believed slavery should be abolished for moral reasons.

In the presidential election of 1860, Stephen Douglas, who previously beat Lincoln for a senate seat in Illinois, ran on a ticket that promoted allowing the new territories to decide for themselves if they would be slave states. Lincoln ran against him and won and was against slavery moving to the territories.  

· CULTURAL—T he North was mainly an urban society in which people held jobs, lots of factories and railroads.



---The South was primarily an agricultural society in which people lived in small




    villages and worked on farms and plantations.




---Because of cultural differences, people of the North and the South found it difficult



    to agree on social and political issues.




---Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote Uncle Tom’s Cabin, a book about slavery and inspired 




thousands of abolitionists to fight slavery. 
· ECONOMIC---The North was a manufacturing region and its people favored tariffs that protected

  factory owners and workers from foreign competition.

--The Southerners opposed tariffs that would cause prices of manufactured goods to

   increase.  Planters were concerned that England may stop buying cotton from the

   South if tariffs were added.

· CONSTITUTIONAL—A major conflict was states’ rights versus a strong central government.
---Southerners felt that they had the power to declare any national law illegal.
---Northerners believed that the national government’s power was supreme over the

     states.
COMPROMISES THAT ATTEMPTED TO RESOLVE DIFFERENCES:
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MISSOURI COMPROMISE 1820—Missouri a slave state and Maine a free state
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COMPROMISE OF 1850—California a free state.  Southwest territories would decide about slavery.
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KANSAS-NEBRASKA ACT—People decide the slavery issue (popular sovereignty)

SOUTHERN SECESSION:

· Following Lincoln’s election, the southern states seceded from the Union. The first to leave was 



South Carolina. 
· Confederate forces attacked Fort Sumter, SC, marking the beginning of the Civil War.

· Lincoln and many Northerners believed that the U.S. was one nation and could not

be separated or divided.
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Advantages for the North: 


More people, More Railroads, More Factories and Manufacturing





Advantages for the South: 


Fighting would be in their back yard so they would know the territory and they had better military leadership. 








